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DX BARA Standings

Show of Hands

How many have ALL?

How many have Over 300 DXCC awards?

How many have over 200 DXCC awards?

How many have over 100 DXCC awards?

How many want to learn about DX?



DX & BARA Members

• The BARA club is fortunate to have some of 

the top DX’ers in the country

• We have quite a few members with over 300 

confirmed DXCC

• We have few who are missing only one to a 

few to have the complete sweep

• Talk to them and learn from the best in the 

field



DX CC– SOME FACTS

• DX- DISTANT EXCHANGE

• CURRENT DX ENTITY COUNT – 340

• DXPEDITION – SINGLE OPERATOR OR A 

GROUP, OPERATING FROM A RARE LOCATION

• Typical  AWARDS –

– DXCC (100) , 5 BAND DXCC

– Work All Zones

• MODES – PHONE, RTTY, CW



DX CC– CRITERA
From the ARRL Site

• 1. Political Entities 
• 196 Countries 

• 193 Recognized by the UN

• 2. Geographical Entities 
• Islands separated by more than 350 KM from parent

– Malpelo island

– Scarborough Reef

• 3. Special Areas 
• Vatican City

• UN HQ

• 4. Ineligible Areas 

• 5. Deletion Criteria 



ARRL DXCC List

Current Count 340

How Did We Get So Many 

DXCC Entities?



DX ENTITIES – ENGLAND & Neighbors

1. England 

2. Guernsey

3. Ireland 

4. Isle of Man 

5. Jersey 

6. Northern Ireland 

7. Scotland 

8. Wales 



DX ENTITIES – Former Yugoslavia 

1. Bosnia –

Herzegovina

2. Croatia

3. Macedonia

4. Montenegro

5. Serbia

6. Slovenia

7. Kosovo



DX ENTITIES

Scarborough Reef 



ARRL DXCC List - Booklet

Current list, Deleted list, Which 

countries do not participate.  Etc.



DX CODE OF CONDUCT

• I will listen, and listen, and then listen again before calling.

• I will only call if I can copy the DX station properly.

• I will not trust the DX cluster and will be sure of the DX station's call sign before 
calling.

• I will not interfere with the DX station nor anyone calling and will never tune up on 
the DX frequency or in the QSX slot.

• I will wait for the DX station to end a contact before I call.

• I will always send my full call sign.

• I will call and then listen for a reasonable interval. I will not call continuously.

• I will not transmit when the DX operator calls another call sign, not mine.

• I will not transmit when the DX operator queries a call sign not like mine.

• I will not transmit when the DX station requests geographic areas other than mine.

• When the DX operator calls me, I will not repeat my call sign unless I think he has 
copied it incorrectly.

• I will be thankful if and when I do make a contact.

• I will respect my fellow hams and conduct myself so as to earn their respect.



DX REQUIREMENTS

You need to “Hear” the DX Station

The DX Station needs to “Hear” you

And the QSO need to be confirmed



DX- REQUIREMENTS

Received Signal Strength

CW

SSB



DX- REQUIREMENTS

Ways to Improve Signal Strength

• Directional Antenna

– Improves signal strength & noise - typically 3 DB 

– Improves both RX and TX

• Multiple Dipoles in Different Direction

• Receive Pre Selector (RF Receive amplifier)

– Can be internal or external

• RF Amplifier 

– Even a 400 Watt amplifier will result in a 6 DB gain

– Works only on TX and may help break a pileup



DX- REQUIREMENTS

Directional Antenna

W2QO Antenna



DX- REQUIREMENTS

Directional Antenna

AA2NI Antenna



QSO CONFIRMATION (ARRL)

• MAKE  THE  QSO

– RECORD THE DATE, TIME (UTC), FREQUENCY 

(BAND), REPORT AND MODE

• CONFIRMATION

– ELECTRONICALLY – LOTW, if the other side posts 

and there is a match it is automatic

– QSL CARD EXCHANGE

• BUREAU

• DIRECT



DX CONFIRMATION - LOTW



LOTW

Recent Confirmed QSO’s



LOTW - Summary Screen



QSL CARD EXCHANGE - BUREAU

• BUREAU OUTGOING

– COMPLETE YOUR QSL CARDS

– SORT THEM ALPHABETICALLY

– SEND THEM TO THE LEAGUE WITH FEES

– GIVE THEM TO THE CLUB QSL MANAGER - Free

• BUREAU INCOMING

– SET AN ACCOUNT WITH THE NJDXA GROUP

– WAIT



QSL CARD EXCHANGE  

Incoming BUREAU Process

•Cards arrive in ARRL Headquarters 

from all over the world

•ARRL sorts & sends the cards to each 

district

•Number 2 district is handled by the 

NJDXA group

•Typically 100 to 200 pounds of cards 

monthly

•Cards are divided and given to about 

15 primary sorters

•Primary sorters sort the cards by 26 

letters from A to Z

•Letter managers sort the cards from 

the primary sorters and mail to 

individual Hams



QSL CARD EXCHANGE - DIRECT

• FILL  A  QSL CARD

• CHECK RECEIPIENT INSTRUCTIONS on QRZ.com

• MAIL WITH RETURN ENVELOPE AND FEES

• AA2NI USA
NISSIM GERSHON, AA2NI
48 Lylewood Drive
Tenafly, NJ 07670
USA 

• QSL: LOTW, EQSL, BUREAU, DIRECT, QRZ

• SASE Domestic, 2 Green stamps international



QSL CARD EXCHANGE - OQRS



QSL CARD EXCHANGE

The Collection



QSL CARD EXCHANGE

The Certificate



DX TOOLS - DXEPEDITIONS



DX TOOLS - DXWATCH



DX TOOLS – PROPAGATION

From the ARRL site



DX TOOLS – Solar Cycle 24 



DX TOOLS – Most Wanted List



DX TOOLS – Beam Heading
From NJDXA Site  



DX TOOLS – USA, Azimuth Map 



DX TOOLS – Working Split

• Split is when the DX station transmits on one 

frequency and receives on another

• Listen to the DX station or look in the cluster 

for Split instructions.

• Most common Split is 5KHz Up.

– Some radios will set this split automatically

• Make sure you know how to operate your 

radio in a split mode ahead of time



DX TOOLS – Working Split Range

• If the DX station announces a Split Range

• Saying “working 5 to 10 up”

• Example – DX transmits on 14.235 and listens 5 to 10 

up.  That means that you have to listen on 14.235 

and transmit between 14.240 and 14.245

• Listen on the reverse frequency

– Try to recognize the DX pattern.  

– Does he/she pick from the edges (which one) 

– Or does he/she pick from the range.



DX TOOLS – Nice to Have 

TOYS

• Directional Antenna and Rotor

• Azimuth Map or Beam Heading List

• Multiple Antennas at different angles

• Pre Selector and Filters

• Amplifier – 400 W to 1.5 KW

• Radio Control and Logging Software

• Radio with dual receive - to listen to split 
frequencies



DX Toys

AA2NI’s - Voice Station

Alpha 

99 

Amp.

Yaesu

FT950

Radio

MFJ 

Antenna

Tuner

Drake

W-4

Watt           

Meter

Dedicated 

Electrical 

Panel & 

Disconnect

Yaesu

Rotor 

Control

Backup

30 AH

Battery

Rig Control 

& Logging

50 Amp 

Power 

Supply

Antenna 

Switch



DX PRACTICES

QUESTIONS?



DX PRACTICES

GOOD LUCK DXing

END


